Diagnostic accuracy of combination of assays for immunosuppressive acidic protein and carcinoembryonic antigen in detection of recurrence of gastric cancer.
Two tumour markers, immunosuppressive acidic protein (IAP) and carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA), were assayed in gastric cancer patients. Levels of IAP and CEA were measured simultaneously in the preoperative and postoperative periods. The usefulness of the combined assay of these markers for detection of recurrence of cancer was investigated in terms of sensitivity, specificity and diagnostic accuracy. Sensitivity was not high (69.2%), but specificity and diagnostic accuracy were 96.7% and 86.9%, respectively. In cases with metastases in the liver, sensitivity (100.0%), specificity (100.0%) and diagnostic accuracy were high. In cases of peritoneal dissemination, these indices were low. The combination assay of IAP and CEA appears to be useful for detection of recurrence of gastric cancer, especially in patients with liver metastases.